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Tobacco Industry Interference 

South Africa 

 Expert warns that the recent court ruling in favour of the tobacco industry’s attempt to subvert the temporary   

tobacco ban to protect the health system from the impact of smoking on COVID-19 pandemic must be challenged. 

https://www.iol.co.za/weekend-argus/opinion/tobacco-judgement-is-troubling-says-law-professor-9798536b-2980-

4a27-a21c-852b2cf7ddc5 

 Local manufacturer accuses BAT of profiteering and avoiding taxes through ‘transfer pricing’  https://

www.biznews.com/thought-leaders/2020/12/26/edward-zuma-tobacco 

Advocacy and Responses to Tobacco Industry Interference 

Nigeria 

 The public to be wary of tobacco industry exploitation of festivities to gain profits. 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/12/the-yuletide-and-why-nigeria-must-bridge-funding-gap-in-tobacco-control/ 

 The Tobacco industry is urged to stop its subliminal promotions of tobacco products especially on entertainment 

platforms including movies and musicals. 

https://www.sunnewsonline.com/cappa-advocates-end-to-smoking-in-movies-and-music/  

 Court thwarts the attempt by BATN’s to stop the Federal Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 

(FCCPC) from investigating it for anti-consumer protection and anti-competition violations. 

https://dailypost.ng/2020/12/15/court-strikes-out-batns-suit-against-fccpc/ 
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South Africa 

 The Government maintains that the temporary ban of cigarettes sales during hard lockdown was necessary to curb 

the spread of Covid-19 as it appeals the court ruling that declared the temporary ban unconstitutional. 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-01-04-government-to-appeal-court-ruling-that-tobacco-ban-

was-unconstitutional/ 

 Tobacco industry and allies continue to over exaggerate the economic impact of government tobacco control policy, 
including exaggerating the impact of recent temporary ban on farmers.   
https://www.farmersweekly.co.za/agri-news/south-africa/high-courts-rejection-of-tobacco-ban-doesnt-undo-

damage/ 

 Experts calls for the regulation of e-cigarettes in the best interest of children in particular, and for public health in 

general.  

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-12-01-children-must-be-protected-from-the-glamourised-promotion-

of-e-cigarettes/ 

Botswana  

 Advocates urge the government in Botswana to urgently pass the tobacco control bill as the Global Adult Tobacco 

Survey depicts heightened use of tobacco products in Botswana. 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/foreign/africa/432765-bostwanas-rising-tobacco-users-figure-frightening-group
-says.html  

 

Kenya 

 Household budgets are increasingly being diverted to pay for tobacco and alcohol addiction. Yet, industry continues 

to undermine government’s effort to establish tobacco control fund to support smoker to quit. 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/health/health-science/article/2001397871/alcoholism-in-the-time-of-

coronavirus  

General 

 Africa need to be wary of the ‘smoke-free’ transformation proposed by PMI as the industry underestimates the po-

tential impact on youth uptake and asks for ‘flexible’ regulation in Africa. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/202012210385.html 

Uganda  

 Advocates urge government to increase taxes on tobacco products in line with the WHO FCTC recommendation, in 

order to finance the realization of the Universal Health Care or the National Health insurance.  

https://www.newvision.co.ug/news/1535249/smuggling-affecting-cigarette-prices-report 

Senegal 

 Senegal government is urged to sign all decrees related to tobacco control as this will benefit the fraternity and the 

country in its aim to protect the community from harmful effects of tobacco. 

http://aps.sn/actualites/societe/sante/article/la-listab-denonce-l-ingerence-de-l-industrie-du-tabac 

General 

 Experts advice on transparency of receiving donor funding from corporate or philanthropic organisations. 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-12-17-philanthropy-and-dubious-donors-should-non-profit-

organisations-take-the-money-and-run/  
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